CHURCH OF SAINT BENEDICT
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MASS SCHEDULE

Daily: Tues. 6:30pm; Mon. Wed., Friday 8am; First

Thursdays 7pm, all other 8am; First Saturdays & Satur-

days during Lent & Advent; all other no Mass.

Holy Day (Vigil) 5:00pm, Holy Day 8:00am, 7:00pm
(Please check weekly listing for any changes.)

Sunday: 8:30am, 11:00am

RECTORY PARISH OFFICE

2020 Chestnut Hill Rd, Mohnton, PA 19540
610-856-1006 Office Hours: Closed Wednesday;
all other days (M, T, Th., F) 9:00am-4:30pm.
Website: www.churchofsaintbenedict.com
Email: Secretary@churchofsaintbenedict.org

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
PREP/CGS 610-856-1006
LaSalle Academy Office 610-777-7392

www.lsabear.org
Berks Catholic High School
www.berkscatholic.org

n Find us on Facebook

610-374-8361

PARISH STAFF

Rev. Stanley Moczydlowski........................ Pastor
Deacon Mark Brezina.............................. Deacon
Linda Brezina .............Director Religious Education
Stephen Mickulik, M.Ed. Principal LaSalle Academy
Susan Teaford................ Administrative Assistant
Kelly Reagan ....................coi Accountant

Beverly Owens................cooueee. Director of Music
Rosanne Weidner............... Rectory Housekeeping

CHURCH SAFETY INFORMATION
Richard Conte, 610-223-8846 To view plan go to:
https://www.churchofsaintbenedict.com/wp-content/

uploads/St-Benedict-Emergency-Operating-Plan-Rev
-00.pdf
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Celebrated on the first and third Sunday of the month,
immediately following the 11:00am Mass. Baptism
Preparation Class (Pre-Jordan) held 2nd Saturday of the
month. Please call the office to schedule a baptism &
class.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

Couples should call the priest at least 6 months before
the wedding. A marriage preparation program is
offered to every couple.

MINISTRY TO THE SICK

Please call the parish office if a parishioner is home-
bound or hospitalized. Sacrament of Anointing is of-
fered any time.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday from 4:00pm-4:45pm or by appointment.

OCIA

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults is a program for
anyone interested in joining the Catholic Church,
receiving the Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and
Confirmation. If interested or have questions contact
Deacon Mark Brezina at the Parish Office.

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

We the Parish of St. Benedict, under the guidance of
the Holy Spirit and our patron St. Benedict, are a
vibrant, worshiping and welcoming community of God.
The strength of our people is obtained through joyful
celebration of the Holy Eucharist. Our commitment is
to promote the Gospel of the Lord through our prayers,
words, and actions with Jesus as our guiding light.

DIOCESAN VICTIM ASSISTANCE COORDINATOR:
Wendy S. Krisak, M.A., DIRECT 800-791-9209
Pamela J. Russo, M.S.W., M.S. Safe Environment
Coordinator at 610-332-0442, Ext. 2019

Website www.allentowndiocese.org

Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service
1-800-276-1562 www.reportbishopabuse.org
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EXALTATION OF THE CROSS T

THIS WEEK AT ST. BENEDICT

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
7:00pm Knights of Columbus, FLC

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
7:00pm Book Club, FLC

WEDSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
6:00-9:00pm ChristLife, FLC

= The Sanctuary Lamp is given this week,
Eﬁ for a Special Intention
by Maria Noon

SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR GAZA—The
humanitarian crisis in Gaza has reached a critical point.
Tens of thousands of men, women and children are
homeless, malnourished, wounded and in need of criti-
cal medical supplies. Pope Leo XIV has noted with
great sorrow, “Gaza is starving.” The Catholic Near
East Welfare Association is providing humanitarian
relief. St. Benedict’s will be taking up a special collec-
tion for these efforts . This collection will take place on
the weekend of September 20/21. Thank you for your
generosity.

SAVE THE DATE— FALL PARISH
RETREAT—will take place on October g .
3rd and 4th, 2025. It will begin on Friday RE?WEA
evening at 7pm, ending at 9:00pm. Sat-

urday will begin with Mass at 8am and will conclude
with the Saturday vigil Mass at Spm with dinner to fol-
low. Join your fellow parishioners for inspiring talks,
faith-sharing discussions, Adoration, opportunities for
Confession as well as some fun and games. There is no
cost to attend the retreat, but we do ask that you register
so we can prepare for food and materials. Deadline to
register is Wednesday, September 24th. If you have any
questions regarding the retreat, please contact Charlie
and Patty Jones at cmj4967@comcast.net.

COOKS WITH COLLARS— #7
Fr. Stan needs your help! He is '
representing St. Benedict’s in
COOKS WITH COLLARS, the
online cooking competition to
raise funds for parishes in the Diocese of Allentown.

Visit www.cookswithcollars.com to see your favorite
priests from around the Diocese creating delicious kitch-
en concoctions. Vote early and vote often (deadline Sep-
tember 30) for our Diocesan top chef! Remember that all
voting proceeds benefit our parish. Thanks for making
Fr. Stan and St. Benedict’s a winner!
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1 INTENTIONS

Monday 09/15 Our Lady of Sorrows
8:00am A Special Intention
Rev. Msgr. Victor Finelli

Tuesday 09/16 Sts. Cornelius and Cyprian
6:30pm Robert Flanagan
Rev. Robert Finlan

Wednesday 09/17 St. Robert Belarmine/ St. Hildegard of Bingen
8:00am David W. Means
Rev. Vincent Freeh

Thursday 09/18 Weekday
8:00am Stephen Kurtz
Rev. John Frink

Friday 09/19 St. Januarius
8:00am Robert Kowalkowski
Rev. Kevin Gallagher

Sunday 09/21 Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
5:00pm (Saturday) Stephen Bennett

8:30am Rodney Focht

11:00am Stephen Mammarella

Rev. Joseph Ganser

PLEASE PRAY FOR VOCATIONS
TO THE PRIESTHOOD
AND RELIGIOUS LIFE,
ESPECIALLY IN OUR DIOCESE.

PRAYER LIST

Please pray for those in need of hope, healing and
health, for all in our parish who are ill and home-
bound, Mary Aims, Robert Blechman, John and
Elsie Bauer, Janet Cannon, Sr. Maureen Clancy
SSND, Cathy Coffman, Lucy Concordia, Jonathan
Cranley, Janet Cummings, Msgr. Ed Domin, Joan Fondots,
Theresa Fox, Bob Glad, Louise Grieve, Fred Harding, James
Hart, Joseph Hunter, Larry Jenne, Bob & Cecelia Kacmar,
Rev. Speratus Kamanzi AJ, Millie Kremp, Bev Kuzmission,
Brian Liszcz, Bob and Helen Macminn, Sandy Maio, Timo-
thy McCarty, Aurora McHugh, Joan Moffa, Frank Newhams,
George Paul, Patrick, Patti, Sister Mary Lou Pleitner CSJ,
Sister Maureen of the Eucharist OP, Theo Polidore, Vincent
Rodgers, Anthony Rowan, Patricia Snow, Nettie Thomas,
Josh Toresco, Miriam Ulrich, Rex Voelker, Steven Wagner,
Dolores Welch, Paul Wirkus, Don Witman, David Williams,
Rachel Williams, and all those who are homebound or in
nursing homes.

Mary, Health of the Sick, please pray for them.
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EUCHARISTIC ADORATION—takes
place here at St. Benedict on Wednesdays.
The day begins with Mass at 8:00am and
continues through the day, concluding at
7:00pm. Feel free to come any time during
the day and spend some time in peace and
quiet with the Lord. There are some prayer
resources available to assist you if Adoration is a new
prayer practice for you. We also have Eucharistic Adora-
tion on the First Saturday of the month, before the
5:00pm Vigil Mass, from 4:00pm-4:45pm.

HELP NEEDED We are in need of adorers to fill in
when those who are regularly scheduled are unavaila-
ble. Please consider spending some quiet time with our

Lord. Is Jesus calling you? Please contact Diane
Arnold at 610-470-6616.

Thank you for
your generous gifts!

September 7
Stewardship $8,797.00 (157 envelopes)

Parish Giving $4,130.00

Mortgage $2,478.00 (77 envelopes)
Parish Giving $1,080.00

Giving is worship, giving back to the
One Who gave first.
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ST. BENEDICT MUSIC MINISTRY—Do you enjoy
singing and wish to join others who do as well? Do you
have a God-given gift for playing a musical instrument?
Consider joining St. Benedict’s Music Ministry! You
will be singing/playing for Masses throughout the year,
with special music for holidays such as Christmas and
Easter. Practices are on Wednesday evenings. If you
wish to join a group of joyful people sharing their gift of
music, please contact our Music Director, Beverly Owens
at bev.perella@gmail.com for more details.

SAVE THE DATE! All of the faithful of
the Diocese of Allentown are invited to | .
attend the Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Basil- ®5{
ica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate k' @
Conception on Tuesday, October 7th, from .,
10:00am-4:00pm.  The day will include yauasess
guided tours of the Basilica, keynote speak-

ers, a Holy Hour, priests available for the Sacrament of
Reconciliation and Mass at 3:00pm, with Bishop Alfred
Schlert as the Main Celebrant. St. Benedict’s will have a
motorcoach going to this event. Cost is $35. For more
information, contact Paul Waterman at 610-283-4852.

EXALTATION OF THE CROSS T

Fram the Fastor’s Desh

What a curious sign God gives the Israelites in the desert:
the very cause of their suffering, the serpent, lifted on a
pole. Somehow, their salvation rested in God taking the in-
strument of their demise and, in a mysterious change, work-
ing it for their restoration.

Likewise, in the fullness of time, God also sends his Son.
Christ does not save us by wielding earthly power. His sal-
vation is not brought about by any means we might expect.
Instead, taking the form of a slave ... he humbled himself,
becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross.

This is the profound mystery of the salvation wrought by
Christ. Sin was the source of all human suffering and mis-
ery. Worse than the sting of the serpents, sin not only
brought physical death into the world but also the eternal
spiritual death of separation from God. In response to our
sin, God took on a human nature and, although he never
sinned himself, he experienced sin so intimately during his
passion that Saint Paul writes of Christ, For our sake he
made him to be sin (2 Cor 5:21). Then, having “become”
sin, Jesus is lifted up on the cross like the serpent mounted
on the pole.

Gazing at the innocent crucified Christ, we must
acknowledge the consequences of our sin. But we also see,
in him, God’s infinite love for us. We see Jesus’ intention to
“undo” Adam’s sin of disobedience by his perfect obedience
to his Father. We see his desire to forgive us and heal us.

This is why the cross, a horrible instrument of suffering and
death, can be celebrated. This is why, in our churches, we
use crucifixes (which have a figure or “corpus” depicting
Jesus) instead of simple crosses. We are to look at Christ,
our salvation, mounted on the pole of the cross not so that
we might remain in sorrow because of the gravity of our
sins, but because God loves us and has won forgiveness for
us. The contrition we experience for sin should stimulate us
to seek God’s forgiveness — and this, in turn, is what will
heal us. Just as a relationship is restored when fault is
acknowledged and pardon is asked, given, and received, so
our contrition and God’s forgiveness restore our relationship
with him. And this relationship is the life of our souls.

As Jesus tells Nicodemus in today’s Gospel, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, so everyone who believes in him
may have eternal life. We prepare for eternity now by find-
ing our life in Jesus Christ and the healing he offers. Let us,
then, lift high the cross! In it is our hope! For through the
cross, God has worked our salvation. Let us lift our eyes and
welcome the salvation Christ brings.

God bless you, Fr. Stan

WOMEN’S CLUB BOOK SALE—will take place this
weekend, September 13 and 14, in the FLC. Come
browse books on Saturday afternoon, and after all the
Masses on Saturday evening as well as Sunday morning.



Full-Service Sign Company

* Logo and Sign Design ~ * Electronic Message Centers
+ Digital Print Banners + Carved & Routed 3D Signs
+ Vehicle Lettering * Bucket Truck Service

G N S + LED Channel Letters + Window Lettering
610.326.SIGN AlphaSignsPA.com
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www.ConstructionMastersServices.com

COUNTERTOPS,
TILE, HARDWOOD,
VINYL, CARPET,
GAYDOS FLOORING n“n Mnni!

Visit our showroom at:
2616 Ridge Road
Elverson, PA 19520
g g::lgleess Review 610'813'2101
5.0 v www.gaydostlooring.com

EXCAVATION * CONCRETE * UTILITIES * PAVING

610.-777-1061
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129 East Lancaster Avenue, S

o Funeral
BEAN  foupro oo Home, nc.

FUNERAL HOMES
AND CREMATORY beanfuneralhomes.com

FAMILY OWNED, FAMILY FOCUSED T TH A Y ™ RFESIF?T

Please be sure to patronize these generous advertisers.
They make our weekly bulletin possible.

If you would like to join
our list of advertisers, please contact the parish office
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A PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE CHURCH OF SAINT BENEDICT




