St. Benedict’s Pastoral Council Meeting
Outreach Report July 14, 2026

AD - Cursillo - Joy Bandy
*Ultreyas are held the first Saturday of the month after 8:00 AM Mass at St. Benedict’s.
*Cursillo Weekends for 2026 are at Mariawald Retreat House in Shillington.
*Men’s Weekend-Sept.17"-20"  Women’s Weekend-Sept.24"-27t%
*If interested, contact Joy Bandy for more information.

Bereavement — Mary Ann Razzano.
*There are at least six members who have assisted at the funerals, meeting with families, planning the
readings, etc. present at each funeral.
*Next Grief Support will be scheduled if there is interest.
*The Knights have been lending assistance when needed at the funerals including adult altar servers.

Book Club — Anita Harrison
*Currently reading “The Busy Body Book Club” by Freya Sampson.
* August book is “All the Single Ladies” by Dorothea Benton Frank.
*A new book list was decided for 2026-2027.
*Book Club is a social non-denominational group that is open to all.
*Members continue to support other church committees with book sales, raffle baskets,
volunteering and prayer.

Catholics Divorce Ministry — John Barse
*Open to St. John’s Parish & St. Benedict’s.
*Last 12 week session with DVDs and discussions was February 16" through May 4.

Disabled Advocate Committee — Brooke Frech
*Constantly working on improving conditions for the disabled.
*Several parishioners are experimenting with hearing devices during Mass.
*Looking forward to “push pads” on the front doors of the church.
*Looking forward to concrete modification on the right side of the church for handicap access.

Family Life — Andrew (AJ) Hogan
*No current activities are planned for the summer.

Friendly Visitors — Julie Angstadt
*The group sends “thinking of you” notes periodically. There are currently no in-person visits
from the group.
*Eucharistic Ministers are currently visiting parishioners to administer Holy Communion.



Gardens/Stewards of Creation — Tony Diederich
*Volunteers are busy watering and taking care of their summer flowers.
* Always looking for additional volunteers.

Knights of Columbus — Mike Maiers (Rich Conte)
*Knights activities with the Parish are running smoothly.
*Received applications for LaSalle/ Berks Catholic Scholarships.
*June 1% — Election Night and Family Picnic at the Picnic Grounds.
*June 7% — Parish Appreciation Pancake Breakfast.
*June 10" — Supported a Dinner for the Christ Life Program.
*June 12 — Annual Golf Outing which benefits St. Francis Home for Hospice Care.
*Set up and cooked Hamburgers and Hot Dogs for Saint Benedict’s Feast Day Picnic.
*Preparing to support the annual Chicken Barbeque on August 1%
*White Rose given to Parents at Baptism.
*Supporting Rosary before all Masses on Weekends & 5% Sunday Program.
*Provides assistance to any Parish function, when needed.

Prime Timers — Charlie Jones

* Annual picnic was held at the picnic grounds in June instead of a regular meeting.

*Offered drinks for the Pot Luck Picnic for Saint Benedict’s Feast Day July 11,

*The K.I.T. Program (Keeping in Touch) to reach out to members who are sick, homebound or
in a nursing/hospital environment continues to be well received.

*Mark Schrum is planning trips for 2026. A trip to Maine is planned for September.
St. John’s Prime Timers Group is joining us in a separate bus.

*Christmas in July will be our July meeting on July 28,

*Qur annual auction will be held at the August meeting on August 18,

*Marie Blimline scheduled a trip on August 25" to Penn’s Peak for “Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons”.

*New members are always welcome. This is non-denominational Club.

Property Committee - John Bergandino
*Repairs are being made on the parish campus, as needed.
*Looking to upgrade the main doors concerning security and handicap accessibility.
*Future Planning is to update the roof on the Church.

Respect Life - Mary Alice Newhams
*Respect Life Team will continue the billboard ministry (The Adoption Alternative to Abortion —
Real Alternatives). The Baby Bottle Campaign helped to fund the billboard.
*Mother’s Day Carnation Sale was May 10" & 11,
*Baby Bottle Fund Raiser was Father’s Day Weekend — June 14" & 15,
*Planning to offer a Comfort Station at the BBQ in August.
*Caregiver information is provided through the St. John Caregiver Organization.



Safety Committee — Rich Conte
*Reminder: Evening Meetings
-All manual lights out (FLC Main Hall, Church and Gathering Space Hallway)
-Lights in FLC Hallway go out automatically.
-Doors need to be SHUT and locked overnight. Church FRONT DOOR right side needs to have
the levers engaged or it won’t lock properly.
-Please make sure to closed any doors that are propped open so they can be locked.
-Thermostats in the Hall should be “system oft” third button to the right.
*Planning a periodic review of the Emergency Plan and then brief our Pastor.
*Lee Bandy and Rich Conte did a review of church storage and clutter.
All groups were given a list and asked to organize items or dispose items not being used.
*Projects on HOLD pending funding (second state request denied):
1. Right side of Church exit ramp for Handicap during emergency.
2. New door keys with limited distribution but Organization access to key boxes.
3. Front Door Replacement is pending a new estimate and state funding.
4. Surveillance cameras.
*A Presentation for the Parish related Emergencies is being planned for the future
(actual drill and/or walk through on equipment).

St. Vincent de Paul — Andy Terifay
*Continues to support the needs of the poor whether by food, paying bills etc.
*Please sign-up to help when scheduled for Kennedy Soup Kitchen.
*SVDP works with 5 different food pantries in Berks Co. Actively involved with
Kennedy House Soup Kitchen and Catholic Charities to help people in need.
*Food items are always accepted throughout the year.

Stewardship - John Bergandino
*Working with the Parish Council & Outreach Groups to have another Welcoming for new parishioners.
*Plans for the future might include a quarterly gathering.
*There is a booklet section in the Gathering Space. Many topics concerning the Church and world.
All materials are “Free Suggested Donations”.

Vocations - Mia Miller
*Qur Diocese is celebrating its 65 Anniversary this year.
*We welcome Mr. Gregory Myers, a deacon candidate for the Diocese of Allentown.

Gregory will be with us for the summer assisting and learning.

*We continue to pray for Vocations at the beginning of each Mass.
*This year, the Diocese is focusing on ways to strengthen the call for priesthood.
*Six Seminarians from our Diocese were ordained as new Priests in June.
*Messages of support and encouragement are sent at least once a month.
*Quo Vadis (young men) and Fiat Days (young women) Vocation Retreat Camps
(ages 14-18) were on the campus of Kutztown University June 28"-July 1%,

Women’s Club — Rosanne Weidner
*The Annual Women’s Retreat/Communion Breakfast was on April 26'™. The speaker
was Sister Nancy.
*Bibles were presented to the children at First Communion on May 2.



*Provided light refreshments of punch and cookies after the Bishop visit on May 19™

for the 6:30 PM Mass.

*Cash gifts were presented to active members who are graduating from High School.
A Recognition Mass was celebrated on June 14,

*Funded Vacation Bible School which was held on June 227-25%

*Donated money for a dinner for The Christ Life Program.

*Qffering support for the Feast of Saint Benedict on July 11 by setting up the pot luck
dishes and offering some desserts.

*Offering support for the annual BBQ. Responsible for the Bake Stand.

*Offers a Funeral Luncheon for any parishioner who has a death in the Parish.

Youth Group- Marci Zambito (St. Catharine’s)

*There are several members of this group who have been sharing activities with Saint Catharine’s,

St. Ignatius, and Holy Guardian Angels.
*The group met every other Sunday evening at either St. Catharine’s or St. Ignatius.
*July 17h-19™ -Steubenville- 32 students attended. 4 were from St. Benedict.
*End of year party was May 31 at St. Catharine’s.
*Will start meeting again in September.
*Check website www.scsyouth.weebly.com for updated activities.

CYO - Cassandra Jones

*Track and Field was in the Spring for Grades 5-8.
*A summer basketball league is now in full swing at La Salle Academy.
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Schedule for Hosts for Hospitality Sundays 2026

January 4
February 1
March 1
April 12
May 3

June 7

July 5
August 9
September 6
October 4
November 1
December 6

Bereavement
Family Life

CYO

Vocations
Women’s Club
Knights of Columbus Appreciation Pancake Breakfast
Prime Timers
Music Ministry
OCIA (RCIA)
Gardeners

St. Vincent de Paul
Respect Life

Respectfully Submitted,
Ellie Albright
Outreach Coordinator


http://www.scsyouth.weebly.com/




