CHURCH OF SAINT BENEDICT

DECEMBER 28, 2025

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil 5:00pm; Sunday 8:30am, 11:00am
Daily: Mon. No Mass; Tues. 6:30pm; Wed., Fri., Sat.
8am; First Thursdays 7pm, all other 8am; Holy Day
(Vigil) 5:00pm, Holy Day 8:00am, 7:00pm

(Please check weekly listing for any changes.)

RECTORY PARISH OFFICE

2020 Chestnut Hill Rd, Mohnton, PA 19540
610-856-1006 Office Hours: Closed Wednesday;
all other days (M, T, Th., F) 9:00am-4:30pm.
Website: www.churchofsaintbenedict.com
Email: Secretary@churchofsaintbenedict.org

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
PREP/CGS 610-856-1006
LaSalle Academy Office 610-777-7392

Mrs. Mary Adams, Principal
www.lsabear.org

Berks Catholic High School
John Petruzzelli, Principal
www.berkscatholic.org

610-374-8361

Find us on Facebook

PARISH STAFF n

Rev. Stanley Moczy- dlowski.................
....... Pastor

Deacon Mark Brezina.............................. Deacon
Linda Brezina ........ Director of Religious Education
Susan Teaford................ Administrative Assistant
Kelly Reagan ..., Accountant
Beverly Owens...........c..coooeni Director of Music
Rosanne Weidner............... Rectory Housekeeping

CHURCH SAFETY INFORMATION

Richard Conte, 610-223-8846 To view plan go to:
https://www.churchofsaintbenedict.com/wp-content/
uploads/St-Benedict-Emergency-Operating-Plan-Rev
-00.pdf

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Celebrated on the first and third Sunday of the month,
immediately following the 11:00am Mass. Baptism
Preparation Class (Pre-Jordan) held 2nd Saturday of the
month. Please call the office to schedule a baptism &
class.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

Couples should call the priest at least 6 months before
the wedding. A marriage preparation program is
offered to every couple.

MINISTRY TO THE SICK

Please call the parish office if a parishioner is home-
bound or hospitalized. Sacrament of Anointing is
offered any time.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday from 4:00pm-4:45pm or by appointment.

OCIA

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults is a program for
anyone interested in joining the Catholic Church,
receiving the Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and
Confirmation. If interested or have questions contact
Deacon Mark Brezina at the Parish Office.

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

We the Parish of St. Benedict, under the guidance of
the Holy Spirit and our patron St. Benedict, are a
vibrant, worshiping and welcoming community of God.
The strength of our people is obtained through joyful
celebration of the Holy Eucharist. Our commitment is
to promote the Gospel of the Lord through our prayers,
words, and actions with Jesus as our guiding light.

DIOCESAN VICTIM ASSISTANCE COORDINATOR:
Wendy S. Krisak, M.A., DIRECT 800-791-9209
Pamela J. Russo, M.S.W., M.S. Safe Environment
Coordinator at 610-332-0442, Ext. 2019

Website www.allentowndiocese.org

Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service
1-800-276-1562 www.reportbishopabuse.org
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FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY TP

THIS WEEK AT ST. BENEDICT

Please note the Parish and will reopen
on Friday, January 2, 2026.

SAVE THE DATE—March for Life, Washing-
ton DC, Friday, January 23, 2026. St. Bene-
dict’s will be having a bus to the event. More
details to follow. You may still make a dona-
tion to help defray costs of the billboard on the turn-
pike. You may still donate either via the collection bas-
ket or the Parish Giving. Thank you for supporting
adoption as a life-affirming choice for children.

SOUP

We will be serving meals at the

Kennedy House m Reading the K |TCHEN

weekend of January 3-4, 2026.
Sign-up sheets for volunteers to serve are in the
gathering space.

@ The Polish American Heritage Association
SCHOI.ARSm of Berks County is awarding a $2,500.00

W’ Polonia project scholarship to a Berks Coun-
ty senior of Polish descent. A student is re-
quired to submit a project on Polish history, culture,
and/or traditions. Projects are due in the Polish Ameri-
can Cultural Center by Sunday, March 15, 2026. No
projects will be accepted after that date. Applications
for this scholarship are available at Berks County high
schools' guidance offices, by contacting Mr. Chris Cur-
tis at 484-256-9603 or ccurtis1721(@comcast.net and in
the Polish American Cultural Center when open
(Sunday, Noon-4pm), Room 509, at the GoggleWorks
Center for the Arts, 201 Washington St., Reading,
PA. They can also be downloaded from the PAHABC
website at http://www.berkspaha.org

PARISH LENDING LIBRARY—
Looking for something good to read while
you’re snowed in? Why not borrow a
book from the parish lending library be-
fore the big storm hits? There are many
subjects, including children’s books. So while you’re
drinking that hot beverage and watching the snow-
flakes fall, you can grow closer to God one page at a
time. Stop by and take advantage of this wonderful
faith-building resource.

\@it * 2026 ALTAR FLOWER CALEN-

;gﬁ * DAR—is now available. Memorialize a

g \Wﬁ\ deceased loved one, honor someone living

Ahamomrq or commemorate a special event, like a

birthday or wedding anniversary. Ar-

rangements are $75 each. Call the parish office to
schedule a date.

CHHada

INTENTIONS

Monday 12/29 St. Thomas Becket
NO MASS
Rev. Adam Scheidel

Tuesday 12/30 Octave of the Nativity of the Lord
6:30pm In Honor of Joseph Cranley and Andrea Miller
Most Rev. Alfred A. Schlert

Wednesday 12/31 Octave of the Nativity
(Holy Day Vigil Mass only, no Morning Mass)
5:00pm Ted Curran

Rev. Msgr. Francis Shoenauer

Thursday 01/01/2026 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
9:00am Joseph Sullivan
Rev. Mark Searles

Friday 01/02 St. Basil the Great & St. Gregory Nanzianzen
8:00am Danielle Delehanty
Rev. Adam Sedar

Saturday 01/03 Most Holy Name of Jesus
8:00am Carl Solarek

Sunday 01/04 Epiphany of the Lord

5:00pm (Saturday) Monica Hoffman Kochmanski
and People of the Parish

8:30am St. Benedict Memorial Society

11:00am Peter Cossitor, Jr.

Rev. Thomas Shanfelt

PLEASE PRAY FOR VOCATIONS TO THE
PRIESTHOOD AND RELIGIOUS LIFE,
ESPECIALLY IN OUR DIOCESE.

PRAYER LIST

Please pray for those in need of hope, healing and
health, for all in our parish who are ill and home-
bound, Janet Cannon, Sr. Maureen Clancy SSND,
Cathy Coffman, Lucy Concordia, Jonathan Cran-
ley, Janet Cummings, Msgr. Ed Domin, Joan Fon-
dots, Theresa Fox, Louise Grieve, Bob Kacmar, Millie
Kremp, Bev Kuzmission, Brian Liszcz, Bob and Helen
Macminn, Sandy Maio, Timothy McCarty, Aurora McHugh,
Joan Moffa, Frank Newhams, Joyce Ney, Ron Nyari, George
Paul, Patrick, Patti, Sister Mary Lou Pleitner CSJ, Sister
Maureen of the Eucharist OP, Theo Polidore, Margaret
Pouleson, Anthony Rowan, Dustin Sands, Patricia Snow,
Nettie Thomas, Sean Thomas, Josh Toresco, Miriam Ulrich,
Rex Voelker, Steven Wagner, Pastor Michael Ware, Dolores
Welch, David Williams, Rachel Williams, Paul Wirkus, Da-
vid Wolfe and all those who are homebound or in nursing
homes.

Mary, Health of the Sick, please pray for them.
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EUCHARISTIC ADORATION—takes
place here at St. Benedict on Wednesdays.
The day begins with Mass at 8:00am and
continues through the day, concluding at
7:00pm. Feel free to come any time during
the day and spend some time in peace and
quiet with the Lord. There are some prayer
resources available to assist you if Adoration is a new
prayer practice for you. We also have Eucharistic Adora-
tion on the First Saturday of the month, before the
5:00pm Vigil Mass, from 4:00pm-4:45pm.

Thank m"“l_
your ;Zn eJi)'ZZ{ l;fts ! &‘ PE

December 21 GOOD STEWARDSHIP

Stewardship $9,122.00 (195 envelopes)
Parish Giving $3,310.00

Mortgage $2,501.00 (91 envelopes)
Parish Giving $840.00

Giving is worship, giving back to the
One Who gave first.

simple. secure. convenient.

Make a New Year’s resolution to sign up for Parish
Giving, the electronic way to financially support the
parish throughout the year. It’s safe, secure and com-
pletely adaptable to your budget. You can customize the
dollar amount and frequency of your contributions. You
can designate funds to go towards Stewardship, Mort-
gage Reduction, even to special diocesan collections and
our own parish Respect Life Committee. It’s easy to set
up and can be changed at any time. If you would like to
enroll, simply click on the words “Parish Giving” under-
neath the picture of St. Benedict on the home page of the
parish website. There’s even a video to help you get
started. This service allows the parish to make financial
plans based on a predictable stream of income. Thank
you to all who contribute to the parish, either via
envelopes or electronically.

OVERNIGHT PILGRIMAGE—On April 15
and 16, 2026, the Diocese of Allentown is of-
fering an overnight pilgrimage to the Divine
Mercy Shrine in Stockbridge, MA, as well as
the Shrine of Our Lady of Martyrs/North
American Shrine of Martyrs, which includes
the birthplace of St. Kateri Tekakwitha. Cost
is $309 for single occupancy or $249 for double occu-
pancy. Bishop Alfred Schlert and Rev. Allen Hoffa will
be the tour leaders. For more information or to book
your reservation, visit asktravelworld.com.

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY &

Fram the Fastor’s Desh

Today we are celebrating the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary
and Joseph. And while it is a day to take a close look at
the Holy Family, to admire the Holy Family, and to give
thanks to God for them and for their example, it is also a
chance for us to look at our individual families. And not
just in a superficial way, but to actually think about what
can/should/will make our families holy. What does it
take?

This is where it gets tricky. This is where our hearts can
be filled with a certain amount of sorrow and disappoint-
ment - because when we look at our families, we see all
sorts of things. Most of us see a little bit of everything -
good things and bad things, healthy relationships and
harmful ones, kindness and criticism, compassion and
judgement - it’s all there for many of us. Families are
often just really, really messy. That will probably never
change. And sometimes they simply don’t look like any-
thing we had hoped they would. Are they holy? Can they
be holy?

One thing a ‘holy’ family is NOT is perfect. God might
invite us to perfection, but He knows that it’s not possi-
ble, and that sometimes we will do the wrong things,
mess up, sin. No, holiness is not a kind of finished prod-
uct, a ‘getting everything right.” It’s more about the
direction we are heading, the things we value, the degree
to which we are willing to sacrifice (give of ourselves) to
be better than we were before. Holiness is kind of both
what we strive for, and the journey on the way there.

And so, maybe what made the Holy Family ‘holy’ will
make our families a little holier too. And the most chal-
lenging part of this task is that we can’t focus on others to
bring it about. We can’t point fingers and assign blame
and take the position that our families will only become
more loving if other people get their act together or
change or make better decisions.

No, each of us simply needs to do what Mary and Joseph
did - make sure that we, ourselves, are not wandering
from Jesus. And if we are, we need to do all we can to
run into his loving arms, hold him close, and make him
the center of all we say and do once again. Our families
will never be the beautiful things they can be, will never
be loving, caring, compassionate realities, will never be
holy unless God is embraced in the midst of all of it - and
allowed to change hearts and minds and attitudes and
behaviors and the way we see each other.

God bless you— Fr. Stan



Full-Service Sign Company

* Logo and Sign Design ~ * Electronic Message Centers
+ Digital Print Banners + Carved & Routed 3D Signs
+ Vehicle Lettering * Bucket Truck Service

G N S + LED Channel Letters + Window Lettering

/A 610.326.SIGN AlphaSignsPA.com
ewefer S Inc.
\ Serving Berks County since 1945

. . 103 W. Lancaster Avenue
www.ConstructionMastersServices.com Richard Gipprich Shillington, PA 19607
Vice President (610) 777-7034

richgipprich@gipprich.com

EXCAVATION - CONCRETE * UTILITIES - PAVING

610-777-1061

A Legend In Customer Satisfaction

| | Cremation
= | Services
| On-site

Crematory

129 East LancasterAvenue, Shllllngton FUﬂer a.l

Py Sestes Hlome,

FUNERAL HOMES Kevin M. Bean, Supv. WA RD [ KUHMN, TR PERVISOYR
AND CREMATORY beanfuneralhomes.com
FAMILY OWNED, FAMILY FOCUSED

Please be sure to patronize these generous advertisers.
They make our weekly bulletin possible.

If you would like to join
our list of advertisers, please contact the parish office
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A PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE CHURCH OF SAINT BENEDICT
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