CHURCH OF SAINT BENEDICT

DECEMBER 21, 2025

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil 5:00pm; Sunday 8:30am, 11:00am

Daily: Tues. 6:30pm; Mon. Wed., Friday 8am; First

Thursdays 7pm, all other 8am; First Saturdays & Satur-

days during Lent & Advent 8am; all others no Mass.

Holy Day (Vigil) 5:00pm, Holy Day 8:00am, 7:00pm
(Please check weekly listing for any changes.)

RECTORY PARISH OFFICE

2020 Chestnut Hill Rd, Mohnton, PA 19540
610-856-1006 Office Hours: Closed Wednesday;
all other days (M, T, Th., F) 9:00am-4:30pm.
Website: www.churchofsaintbenedict.com
Email: Secretary@churchofsaintbenedict.org

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
PREP/CGS 610-856-1006
LaSalle Academy Office 610-777-7392

Mrs. Mary Adams, Principal
www.lsabear.org

Berks Catholic High School
John Petruzzelli, Principal
www.berkscatholic.org

610-374-8361

Find us on Facebook
PARISH STAFF n

Rev. Stanley Moczydlowski........................ Pastor
Deacon Mark Brezina.............................. Deacon
Linda Brezina ........ Director of Religious Education
Susan Teaford................ Administrative Assistant
Kelly Reagan ..., Accountant

Beverly Owens..............cooeeni Director of Music
Rosanne Weidner............... Rectory Housekeeping

CHURCH SAFETY INFORMATION

Richard Conte, 610-223-8846 To view plan go to:
https://www.churchofsaintbenedict.com/wp-content/
uploads/St-Benedict-Emergency-Operating-Plan-Rev
-00.pdf

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Celebrated on the first and third Sunday of the month,
immediately following the 11:00am Mass. Baptism
Preparation Class (Pre-Jordan) held 2nd Saturday of the
month. Please call the office to schedule a baptism &
class.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

Couples should call the priest at least 6 months before
the wedding. A marriage preparation program is
offered to every couple.

MINISTRY TO THE SICK

Please call the parish office if a parishioner is home-
bound or hospitalized. Sacrament of Anointing is
offered any time.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday from 4:00pm-4:45pm or by appointment.

OCIA

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults is a program for
anyone interested in joining the Catholic Church,
receiving the Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and
Confirmation. If interested or have questions contact
Deacon Mark Brezina at the Parish Office.

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

We the Parish of St. Benedict, under the guidance of
the Holy Spirit and our patron St. Benedict, are a
vibrant, worshiping and welcoming community of God.
The strength of our people is obtained through joyful
celebration of the Holy Eucharist. Our commitment is
to promote the Gospel of the Lord through our prayers,
words, and actions with Jesus as our guiding light.

DIOCESAN VICTIM ASSISTANCE COORDINATOR:
Wendy S. Krisak, M.A., DIRECT 800-791-9209
Pamela J. Russo, M.S.W., M.S. Safe Environment
Coordinator at 610-332-0442, Ext. 2019

Website www.allentowndiocese.org

Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service
1-800-276-1562 www.reportbishopabuse.org
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

THIS WEEK AT ST. BENEDICT

MONDAY, DECEMBER 15
7:00pm Knights of Columbus, FLC
7:00pm Respect Life Committee, in the chapel

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19
7:00pm Candlelit Holy Hour, in church
5:00pm-6:30pm KOC Fish Fry, FLC

Please note the Parish Office will be closed on
Wednesday, December 24th and will reopen on
Friday, January 2, 2026.

The Sanctuary Lamp this weeRend is
offered in memory of Debbie Gentry |
requested by Marion Boulanger-McCoy. 3

SAVE THE DATE—March for Life, Wash-
ington DC, Friday, January 23, 2026. St. Bene-
dict’s will be having a bus to the event. More
details to follow.

You may still make a donation to help defray costs of
the billboard on the turnpike, either via the collection
basket or the Parish Giving. Thank you for supporting
adoption as a life-affirming choice for children.

CHRISTMAS FLOWER MEMORIALS
In Memory of: Debbie Lutz, Polly Stark, Rose &
Frank Firth, H. Keith Taylor, Allen K. Taylor, Joseph
A. Hudock, Catherine M. Hudock, Stark Family, Lanser
Family, Charles Auchter, Dolly Auchter, Ray Korczy-
kowski, Dorothy Wisniewski, Joan Hamilton, Robert
W. Hamilton, Robert W. Hamilton Jr., Adam P. Voelk-
er, Eva Voelker, Elizabeth E. Voelker, Gerald Voelker,
Mary Voelker, Elizabeth Snell, Anthony Rowan, Es-
telle Kilburn, Veronica Racilla, John Racilla, Carlo &
Helen Guglielmo, Joseph & Mary Ferrese, Betty &
John Kostrab, Thomas & Catherine Glennon, Joseph &
Florence Short, John Joyce, Veronica Joyce, Al & Ma-
rie Cooke, John J. Joyce, Jr. Rev. Ronald M. Jakows,
Rev. John L. Kline, Rev. Joseph A. Daniel, John Slanga
Jr., Slanga and Plonski Families.

In Honor of: Clara Lush, O’Connell Family, Rogge
Family, Killian and McCann Family, The Hannum
Family, Msgr. Edward Domin, Rev. John Frink, Rev.
Stanley Moczydlowski, Rev. Philip Rodgers.

2026 ALTAR FLOWER CALEN-

// DAR—is now available. Memorialize

ﬁ // @ "/ a deceased loved one, honor someone

§* W&\ living or commemorate a special event,

RS like a birthday or wedding anniversary.

Arrangements are $75 each. Call the
parish office to schedule a date.

Altar Flowers

CHHada

INTENTIONS

Monday 12/22 Late Advent Weekday
8:00am Floss Pleitner
Very Rev. Eugene Ritz

Tuesday 12/23 St. John of Kanty
6:30pm Thomas Doherty
Rev. Philip Rodgers

Wednesday 12/24 Christmas Eve/Nativity of the Lord
4:00pm, 6:00pm, 10:00pm People of the Parish
Rev. Juan Rodriguez

Thursday 12/25 Nativity of the Lord
10:00am People of the Parish
Rev. Paul Rothermel

Friday 12/26 St. Stephen, Martyr
NO MASS
Rev. Msgr. Edward Sacks

Sunday 12/28 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
5:00pm (Saturday) St. Benedict Memorial Society
and People of the Parish
8:30am Susan & Charles Mittnacht
11:00am Jennifer Welsh
Rev. Msgr. Walter Scheaffer

PLEASE PRAY FOR VOCATIONS TO THE
PRIESTHOOD AND RELIGIOUS LIFE,
ESPECIALLY IN OUR DIOCESE.

PRAYER LIST

Please pray for those in need of hope, healing and
health, for all in our parish who are ill and home-
bound, Janet Cannon, Sr. Maureen Clancy SSND,
Cathy Coffman, Lucy Concordia, Jonathan Cran-
ley, Janet Cummings, Msgr. Ed Domin, Joan Fondots, There-
sa Fox, Louise Grieve, Bob Kacmar, Millie Kremp, Bev
Kuzmission, Brian Liszcz, Bob and Helen Macminn, Sandy
Maio, Timothy McCarty, Aurora McHugh, Joan Moffa,
Frank Newhams, Joyce Ney, Ron Nyari, George Paul, Pat-
rick, Patti, Sister Mary Lou Pleitner CSJ, Sister Maureen of
the Eucharist OP, Theo Polidore, Margaret Pouleson, Antho-
ny Rowan, Dustin Sands, Patricia Snow, Nettie Thomas,
Sean Thomas, Josh Toresco, Miriam Ulrich, Rex Voelker,
Steven Wagner, Pastor Michael Ware, Dolores Welch, David
Williams, Rachel Williams, Paul Wirkus, David Wolfe and
all those who are homebound or in nursing homes.

Mary, Health of the Sick, please pray for them.



T DECEMBER 21, 2025

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION—takes
place here at St. Benedict on Wednesdays.
The day begins with Mass at 8:00am and
& continues through the day, concluding at
7:00pm. Feel free to come any time during
the day and spend some time in peace and
quiet with the Lord. There are some prayer
resources available to assist you if Adoration is a new
prayer practice for you. We also have Eucharistic Adora-
tion on the First Saturday of the month, before the

5:00pm Vigil Mass, from 4:00pm-4:45pm.
[ I—
your generous gifts! m&‘ PE

December 14 GOOD STEWARDSHIP

Stewardship $4,543.00 (118 envelopes)
Parish Giving $3,530.00

Mortgage $990.00 (45 envelopes)
Parish Giving $1,130.00

Giving is worship, giving back to the
One Who gave first.

Thank you for

ST. BENEDICT CHRISTMAS MASSES

December 24th
4:00pm, 6:00pm, 10:00pm

December 25th
10:002m

Sunday, December 21 1s Breakfast Sunday. Come
jom your parish family and enjoy a hot, delicious
home-cooked breakfast. Menu will be pancakes
and sausage and creamed chipped beef on toast.

G000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

We will be serving meals at the Kennedy House 1n
Reading the weekend of January 3-4, 2026. Sign-
up sheets for volunteers will be in the gathering
space shortly.

OVERNIGHT PILGRIMAGE—On April
15 and 16, 2026, the Diocese of Allentown is
offering an overnight pilgrimage to the Di-

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT T

Fruam the Faster’s Desk:

The Gospel account we heard today rushes the scene
along - an angel comes to speak with Joseph in a dream,
tells him why and how Mary conceived, and Joseph did
as he was commanded. It sounds neat and tidy, but think
about the anguish about what to do and the prayers he
must have uttered continuously to discern what was best.
Joseph is described as a righteous man and faithful to the
observance of the Law. Another way to understand right-
eousness is to be in right relationship with God.

Surely Joseph’s righteousness created in him the habit of
listening and searching for God’s direction, a habit that
we too create by setting aside time for prayerful conver-
sation with God and feeding on God’s Word in Scripture.
Joseph’s relationship with God gave him the courage to
believe in the miracle that Mary shared with him and that
the angel of God explained.

Common to the annunciation accounts in both Matthew
and Luke is the angel’s statement, ‘Do not be afraid.” Of
course, it would be quite natural to experience fear and
uncertainty when the world seems to turn upside down
and inside out as it did for Joseph and Mary. The angel’s
words probably sounded ridiculous— of course they were
afraid! But deeper than any fear, in any age, is the radical
trust that God allows us to have if we are willing to take
that leap, to say yes, and to be obedient.

The underlying truth of our lives as Christians is captured
in the name pronounced in Isaiah and in Matthew—
Emmanuel. God is with us! This truth is the source of our
identity, the reason for our hope, the birthplace of our
courage, the motive for our actions, and the antidote for
our fears.

‘God is with us’ is the truth that takes us from the Advent
wreath to the manger, from the crib to the Cross, and ulti-
mately to the empty tomb where we realize that life and
light and love always have the final say. In these final
days of Advent, may we offer to God our thanksgiving
for this time of preparation and anticipation, and make it
a priority to ask for the grace of a faith that trusts that
God’s presence is real and God’s presence is enough.

God bless you—Fr. Stan
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includes the birthplace of St. Kateri €% St. B dict f d «
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aSktraVelWOfld.Com. “:i B B B B B BT B BN B £5R BS B x- 2o pon x-a- reo ax-a g reo{i
AEFEFFFEFFFEFFTEFFFFERFFEFEERER



Full-Service Sign Company

* Logo and Sign Design ~ * Electronic Message Centers
+ Digital Print Banners + Carved & Routed 3D Signs
+ Vehicle Lettering * Bucket Truck Service

G N S + LED Channel Letters + Window Lettering

/A 610.326.SIGN AlphaSignsPA.com
ewefer S Inc.
\ Serving Berks County since 1945

. . 103 W. Lancaster Avenue
www.ConstructionMastersServices.com Richard Gipprich Shillington, PA 19607
Vice President (610) 777-7034

richgipprich@gipprich.com

EXCAVATION - CONCRETE * UTILITIES - PAVING

610-777-1061

A Legend In Customer Satisfaction

| | Cremation
= | Services
| On-site

Crematory

129 East LancasterAvenue, Shllllngton FUﬂer a.l

Py Sestes Hlome,

FUNERAL HOMES Kevin M. Bean, Supv. WA RD [ KUHMN, TR PERVISOYR
AND CREMATORY beanfuneralhomes.com
FAMILY OWNED, FAMILY FOCUSED

Please be sure to patronize these generous advertisers.
They make our weekly bulletin possible.

If you would like to join
our list of advertisers, please contact the parish office
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A PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE CHURCH OF SAINT BENEDICT
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