CHURCH OF SAINT BENEDICT
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MASS SCHEDULE

Daily: Tues. 6:30pm; Mon. Wed., Friday 8am; First

Thursdays 7pm, all other 8am; First Saturdays & Satur-

days during Lent & Advent; all other no Mass.

Holy Day (Vigil) 5:00pm, Holy Day 8:00am, 7:00pm
(Please check weekly listing for any changes.)

Sunday: 8:30am, 11:00am

RECTORY PARISH OFFICE

2020 Chestnut Hill Rd, Mohnton, PA 19540
610-856-1006 Office Hours: Closed Wednesday;
all other days (M, T, Th., F) 9:00am-4:30pm.
Website: www.churchofsaintbenedict.com
Email: Secretary@churchofsaintbenedict.org

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
PREP/CGS 610-856-5146
LaSalle Academy Office 610-777-7392

www.lsabear.org
Berks Catholic High School
www.berkscatholic.org

n Find us on Facebook

610-374-8361

PARISH STAFF

Rev. Stanley Moczydlowski........................ Pastor
Deacon Mark Brezina............................e. Deacon
Linda Brezina .............Director Religious Education
Stephen Mickulik, M.Ed. Principal LaSalle Academy
Susan Teaford................ Administrative Assistant
Rick Ruhl..............ooo Accountant
Beverly Owens................ooovee. Director of Music
Rosanne Weidner............... Rectory Housekeeping

CHURCH SAFETY INFORMATION
Richard Conte, 610-223-8846 To view plan go to:
https://www.churchofsaintbenedict.com/wp-content/

uploads/St-Benedict-Emergency-Operating-Plan-Rev
-00.pdf
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Celebrated on the first and third Sunday of the month,
immediately following the 11:00am Mass. Baptism
Preparation Class (Pre-Jordan) held 2nd Saturday of the
month. Please call the office to schedule a baptism &
class.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

Couples should call the priest at least 6 months before
the wedding. A marriage preparation program is
offered to every couple.

MINISTRY TO THE SICK

Please call the parish office if a parishioner is home-
bound or hospitalized. Sacrament of Anointing is of-
fered any time.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday from 4:00pm-4:45pm or by appointment.

OCIA

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults is a program for
anyone interested in joining the Catholic Church,
receiving the Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and
Confirmation. If interested or have questions contact
Deacon Mark Brezina at the Parish Office.

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

We the Parish of St. Benedict, under the guidance of
the Holy Spirit and our patron St. Benedict, are a
vibrant, worshiping and welcoming community of God.
The strength of our people is obtained through joyful
celebration of the Holy Eucharist. Our commitment is
to promote the Gospel of the Lord through our prayers,
words, and actions with Jesus as our guiding light.

DIOCESAN VICTIM ASSISTANCE COORDINATOR:
Wendy S. Krisak, M.A., DIRECT 800-791-9209
Pamela J. Russo, M.S.W., M.S. Safe Environment
Coordinator at 610-332-0442, Ext. 2019

Website www.allentowndiocese.org

Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service
1-800-276-1562 www.reportbishopabuse.org
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THIS WEEK AT ST. BENEDICT

MONDAY, AUGUST 4
7:00pm Knights of Columbus, FLC

SATURDAY, AUGUST 10
All day — decorating for VBS, FLC & Classrooms

SAVE THE DATES
August 10th-14th
for Vacation Bible School.
Use this QR code to register
and for more information.

2026 MASS BOOK— has been opened. Requests may
be made in person, mailed in or emailed to the parish
office. In fairness to all, we will also limit requests for a
weekend Mass (Saturday Vigil and Sunday mornings) to
2 per person for the year. As always, no personal inten-
tions will be taken for the Easter and Christmas Masses,
as well as for All Souls’ Day, Mother’s Day and Fa-
ther’s Day. Thank you for your understanding and co-
operation. "It is therefore a holy and wholesome
thought to pray for the dead.” —2 Maccabees 12:46

BETHLEHEM WOOD CARVING—Our friend
“Louie” will be here again next weekend, August 9th
and 10th with his olive wood religious items from Beth-
lehem. Monies raised from the sale of these items helps
support persecuted Catholic Christian in the Holy Land.
Your purchases aid our brothers and sisters in Christ
who are suffering and living in dire conditions. This
mission helps to ensure that the churches and holy sites
remain places of Christian worship. Feel free to stop by
his table in the gathering space to view the items he is
offering for sale.

The Sanctuary Lamp and altar flowers this week,
are given in memory of Robin Albright Himmelberger
by Charlie and Ellie Albright

FAMILY PILGRIMAGE—St. Catharine
of Siena is sponsoring a morning pilgrimage
on Wednesday, August 13th at the Nation-
al Center for Padre Pio in Barto. The car-
pool leaves St. Catharine’s at 8:30am. There
will be a tour of the Our Lady of Grace chapel. Fr. Bri-
an Miller, pastor, will celebrate Mass at 10:30am. At
11:30, there will be the praying of the Rosary and the
veneration of a Padre Pio relic. There will be time to
tour the grounds and visiting the gift shop. Lunch will
be at Longacres Dairy (at your expense). RSVP by
Monday, August 11 to Nancy.Vardjano@gmail.com or
610-655-5542.

Monday 08/04 St. John Vianney
8:00am Wendy Martini
Rev. Frans Berkhout

Tuesday 08/05 Dedication of St. Mary Major
6:30pm Donna Wright
Rev. Msgr. Robert Biszek

Wednesday 08/06 Transfiguration of the Lord
8:00am Joseph & Anna Shisslak
Rev. Kevin Bobbin

Thursday 08/07 St. Pope Sixtus Il and Companions
8:00am Scott Walt
Rev. Msgr. Ronald Bocian

Friday 08/08 St. Dominic
8:00am Thomas Borek
Rev. Thomas Bortz

NN

Sunday 08/10 Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
5:00pm (Saturday) Christopher DiLuigi

8:30am Shirley Ruhl

11:00am Robert Wentzel & People of the Parish
Rev. Ronald Bowman

PLEASE PRAY FOR VOCATIONS
TO THE PRIESTHOOD AND RELIGIOUS LIFE,
ESPECIALLY IN OUR DIOCESE.
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PRAYER LIST

Please pray for those in need of hope, healing and
health, for all in our parish who are ill and home-
bound, Jack Anton, Matthew Beam, Robert Blech-
man, John and Elsie Bauer, Janet Cannon, Sr.
Maureen Clancy SSND, Cathy Coffman, Ludy
Concordia, Jonathan Cranley, Janet Cummings, Msgr. Ed
Domin, Joan Fondots, Theresa Fox, Bob Glad, Louise
Grieve, Fred Harding, James Hart, Joseph Hunter, Larry
Jenne, Bob & Cecelia Kacmar, Rev. Speratus Kamanzi AJ,
Sandy Kozlowski, Millie Kremp, Bev Kuzmission, Bob and
Helen Macminn, Sandy Maio, Timothy McCarty, Aurora
McHugh, Joan Moffa, Frank Newhams, George Paul, Patrick,
Patti, Sister Mary Lou Pleitner CSJ, Sister Maureen of the
Eucharist OP, Theo Polidore, Vincent Rodgers, Anthony Ro-
wan, Dustin Sands, Patricia Snow, Nettie Thomas, Josh
Toresco, Miriam Ulrich, Linda Vieldhouse, Rex Voclker,
Steven Wagner, Dolores Welch, Don Witman, David Wil-
liams, Rachel Williams, Cass Wright and all those who are
homebound or in nursing homes.

Mary, Health of the Sick, please pray for them.
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EUCHARISTIC ADORATION—takes
place here at St. Benedict on Wednesdays.
The day begins with Mass at 8:00am and
& continues through the day, concluding at
7:00pm. Feel free to come any time during
‘the day and spend some time in peace and
quiet with the Lord. There are some prayer
resources available to assist you if Adoration is a new
prayer practice for you. We also have Eucharistic Adora-
tion on the First Saturday of the month, before the
5:00pm Vigil Mass, from 4:00pm-4:45pm.

HELP NEEDED We are in need of adorers to fill in
when those who are regularly scheduled are unavaila-
ble. Please consider spending some quiet time with our

Lord. Is Jesus calling you? Please contact Diane
Arnold at 610-470-6616.

Thank you for
your generous gifts!

July 20
Stewardship $7,201.00 (165 envelopes)

Parish Giving $2,730.00

Mortgage $1,400.00 (62 envelopes)
Parish Giving $1,105.00

Giving is worship, giving back to the
One Who gave first.

Our annual mission co-op appeal will
be this weekend. We are pleased to
_welcome Rev. Thomas Osei-Gyau
A who will speak about the Sunyani Di-

ocese of Ghana. Fr. Thomas 1s cur-
rently stationed at St. Ambrose Parish in Schuylkill
Haven, PA. as the assistant pastor. The second col-
lection will be taken for this appeal next weekend.
There 1s an envelope for this appeal in your envelope
packet dated Aug. 24th

PARISH RELGIOUS EDLCATION PROGRAM

Registration is now open for
children’s religious education.
Forms for both our PREP and
CGS programs can be found
on the parish website.  Simply go to the drop-
down menu for “Religious Education” and select
which program (PREP or CGS) you wish to regis-

ter your child(ren) for. Payment may be submitted
with the registration form.

Train the young in the way they should go;
even when old, they will not swerve from it.
—Proverbs 22:6

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME T

Fram the Fastor’s Desk

It is difficult to go through life and not get attached to the
things of this world. These are the things that, on the sur-
face, help us to get through our day-to-day lives; helping
make our lives a little nicer, a little more comfortable.

The general concept of success is a fallacy. Success is not
predicated on what we have, what honors we receive, or
what job we hold. Success is predicate on how each of us
has developed as a person who is not held down or back
by anything that prevents us from giving of ourselves. To
take this one step further, success is predicated on our
ability to assume the person of Jesus Christ.

A lawyer is successful not if he or she has a profitable
firm, but if he or she uses learning, knowledge and talent
to protect people and the community, to do good and to
be just.

A priest is successful not if he is chosen to go on for fur-
ther studies in Rome or is on the fast track for becoming a
bishop, but when he can draw closer to God every day of
his life and also draws those he serves on the journey to
God.

A marriage is successful not just because it lasts 10, 20,
50 years, but because the man or the woman is a better
person, a more loving person because of the marriage.

Parents are successful not because they can provide the
finest clothes and put their children through the best
schools, but when they can instill in their children good
values that hopefully they will reflect in the choices they
make in their lives.

St. Paul says in the second reading that our lives are hid-
den with Christ in God in such a way that when Christ
appears, we appear. The personality of a Christian is so
entwined with the person of Jesus Christ that Christ and
the Christian, Christ in the Christian, must be one. That is
success.

Therefore success, true success, is never that which we
have obtained. Success is not a present reality. Success is
a goal, the goal of the Christian life. The goal is reached,
life is successful when every aspect of life, reflects the
person of Jesus Christ. That is success.

God bless you—FTr. Stan.



Full-Service Sign Company

* Logo and Sign Design ~ * Electronic Message Centers
+ Digital Print Banners + Carved & Routed 3D Signs
+ Vehicle Lettering * Bucket Truck Service

G N S + LED Channel Letters + Window Lettering
610.326.SIGN AlphaSignsPA.com
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www.ConstructionMastersServices.com

COUNTERTOPS,
TILE, HARDWOOD,
VINYL, CARPET,
GAYDOS FLOORING n“n Mnni!

Visit our showroom at:
2616 Ridge Road
Elverson, PA 19520
g g::lgleess Review 610'813'2101
5.0 v www.gaydostlooring.com

EXCAVATION * CONCRETE * UTILITIES * PAVING
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129 East Lancaster Avenue, S

o Funeral
BEAN  foupro oo Home, nc.

FUNERAL HOMES
AND CREMATORY beanfuneralhomes.com

FAMILY OWNED, FAMILY FOCUSED T TH A Y ™ RFESIF?T

Please be sure to patronize these generous advertisers.
They make our weekly bulletin possible.

If you would like to join
our list of advertisers, please contact the parish office
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A PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE CHURCH OF SAINT BENEDICT




Retirement Speech of Gratitude — Valerie Christo
Good morning/afternoon everyone. A have a few words that come from the heart and from the road I’ve walked with you.

I was born in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, surrounded by beauty, color and the joy of life. Later, after finishing college in Rio, I
was called to Italy and lived there for 12 years which 2 I lived in Assisi among the hills of Saint Francis of Assisi, learning
to listen a little deeper, and love more simply. And then, God brought me to the USA, to Church of Saint Benedict — where
I’ve spent the last best 32 years of my life. When I saw our church for the first time I did see a small “Assisi” (Porziuncola)
a holy ground where Christ were made manifested through its people simplicity. I felt the presence of Christ in the Liturgy
and community. What a profound gift to have lived the big part of my life among such holy places and people. My ministry
was a call, a vocation, not a job and it was given to me by Father Hartgen who invited me to build the PREP at our church.

Back in 1993, I came with open hands, not knowing how the years would shape me. But years later, here we are, a little
older, a little wiser, and still wondering how those first days flew by so fast. In 2003 I came back from Brazil engaged and
two years later I brought to the USA my husband and son that was only 4 years old when I met him in SP and he asked me
to call me mom. I am deeply grateful that you welcomed my family and helped me raise our son, Breno, who today I am
proud to see him serving in the USA Army.

It’s hard to put into words what this journey has meant to me. I came here to serve, to break bread together, to teach, to
plan, to coordinate staff meetings— but more than that, I came to share what I saw in Assisi and what I learned in Rome. The
peace, the presence and deep stillness of God — I tried to live here among you. You gave me the space to share what the
stones of Assis taught my soul. And now I say so long — not goodbye. Because what we built was not just work, but love.
And love never packs its bags; it lingers in memories; in the way we still reach for one another.

In the quiet corners of Saint Benedict God has whispered through your voices — priests, catechists, families, and especially
the children, who taught me to laugh at the right time and at my mistakes. Preparing our youth to receive the sacraments
were the high point of my ministry and VBS the fun part of all. Recruiting catechists were also the most gracious moment
where I asked them to pray before answering the call and I told them that I was going to pray for the Holy Spirit to persecute
them so they will say yes to this beautiful ministry with the children.

I am deeply grateful for being able to share with you the best days of my life and for that I thank you and the Lord for the
privilege of serving Him for such a long time. So, this is not a goodbye. Because love like this doesn’t leave. It lingers in
liturgies, echoes down the halls of classrooms/atriums and waits in pews for the next sacred moment.

Thank you, all of you — for memories, the mission, and many friendships. But most of all, thank you for allowing me to stay
in God’s house and serve you as your DRE. I am proud and deeply grateful for the road I’ve walked with you.

Please join me in Prayer--Loving and gracious God, for 32 years, You have walked with me here at Saint Benedict through
laughter and lessons, through joy and challenge, and in every moment, You were faithful. Thank You for this community,
for the priests who shepherd with wisdom, for the catechists who teach with fire and grace, for the families who give the
church it’s heart, and for the children, whose wonder reminds us of what heaven looks like. AsI step into a new season, I
carry with me the peace of Saint Benedict church, the simplicity, and the deep joy of walking closely with You, especially
catechists and children. Lord, bless this parish that I love. Let its walls echo with welcome. Its classrooms ring with laughter,
and its altar be a place of renewal for all who come. May we all continue to proclaim not just with words, but with our
lives, what we have seen, what we have heard, and what we have touched, the living presence of Christ among us. And
finally, may we walk gently, love generously, and trust You boldly, now and always. Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit. Amen

PS I am deeply grateful for the generous retirement gift that I received from the community and for the gathering you
organized in my honor. It was very nice to see and hug many of you. A special thank you to Father Stan for organizing and
offering me an opportunity to say thank you to you at each Mass. It was more than just a celebration — it was a heartfelt
reminder of the connections we’ve built over the 32 years. Thank you to the ones who I was able to see and hug. For the
ones on vacation, I missed you. I feel truly fortunate to have been part of such a caring and generous community. With
heartfelt appreciation.

So Long, Not Goodbye (by Valerie Christo, DRE 1993-2025)

Pace e Bene, my dear friends, until we meet again!

Valerie's cell 484-269-8744 (free text message overseas)
Norma Christo (my sister in law's house) c/o Valerie Christo
Rua Cristino da Silva 78

Freguesia-Jacarepagua, Rio de Janeiro Brazil cep 22.743.630
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DIOCESE of ALLENTOWN
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Cursillo (pronounced cur see’ 0) means a “short course in Christianity” in
Spanish. It is a worldwide lay movement within the Catholic Church dedicated to
the renewal of the faith and Christian service to our communities. Cursillo has
been active in the Allentown Diocese since 1970 and is open to all Catholics in
good standing.

MEN’S WEEKEND September 18 — 21, 2025
WOMEN’S WEEKEND September 25 — 28, 2025

Mariawald Renewal Center
Shillington, PA

A once in a lifetime opportunity for Catholics

Piety - Study - Action

Contacts For more information are listed below:

Joy and Lee Bandy 484-797-5607
Gary Scollick 610-223-1593



